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Ongoing revamp
rforAbsa Centre

Boost for urban regeneration in city
IJRBAN r€generation in Cape
Tov,n rcceived a boost r€cently
with the taunch of the new-
look Absa C,€ntre at 2 Rieb€ek
St€et.

The skyscraper has been a
landmark on the tr'oreshore
since 1968. The owners, The
Patick Perhership, and prop-
erty managers Reruie Pmp-
ertli revealed ongoing plaJrs for
a rer€mp of this building that
will make it a maior hub in
Cape Town's lesal, financial
and publishing districts.

, When the hoadin€s around
the base of the building arc
removed they will releal the
latest in shop ftonts. Frameless
glass and 2i? lighting cEate a
'floating €ffect and provide
retailers with innovative dis-
play windows, says John Folett
managing director of The
Patrick Partnership.

"The retail arca is linked to
the buzzing pedestrian mall,
office ard hotel - cr€ating a
busy 24-hour retail centre
point. Conti[uing though into
the ofrice floors of Absa Centre
itself, a rcdesign of the com.
mon areas is planned.

"The Riebeek Steet
entance will pay homage to
the building's heritage and the
award-w lnning Seagam build.
ing in New York that inspi!€d
it: A series of black and white
photographs and sketch$ will
illushate the history of the two
buildings and tle Seagram
building's reputation as the
benchma* of the Interna-
tional style of architectu€."

The Seaer?m building is a
skyscraper at 3?5 Park Avmue,
betweelr 52nd Street and 63rd
Str€et in midtown Manhattan,
New Yod{ CiE

It was desisned by G€rman
architect Lud\rig Mies van der
Rohe, in collaboratlon wlth the
'American Philip Johnson, and
was completed in 1958.

The 38-storey structun is

coruidercd to be one of the
finest examples of corporate
modernism.

In the enEances to t]rc bulld'
ing, gili€dged ftames will prc
vide a contrasi to the monc
chrome walls and floors. This
clea& crisp modem d6cor with
imported off-white tiles and

cards i3 a r€vamp of the hotel.
"The Absa Centre is a lrnd-

hark which has long been
home.to rrany important busi
ne6ses. We aie thriled to be
partcf the Egeneration of this
importarf business dlstrict,"
says Steve Renniq dk€ctor of
Rennie Propertlr
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luxuious blaik velvet wallpa-
per will e$end ftom the foyer
though the conmron arcas,

The building also feahues
the largest windows in the city
- tb&e.quarbeE of tlre fagade is
giass - allowing t€'nants spec-
tacular views of lbble Molm-
tain and Tabl€ Bay Also on the

The lendmait Ab6a Centr€ on the Foreshore is to be given a new look


